FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DATE: April 2015

Bright Beginnings is thrilled to be named the newest large scale service partner of the Kiwanis
Club of Washington, D.C.

Bright Beginnings is a nationally accredited child and family development center, founded in 1991 for
homeless families with young children in Washington, D.C. Its mission is to provide homeless children
with a safe, nurturing, educational environment; prepare children to enter kindergarten ready to learn,
and support parents towards self-sufficiency. Bright Beginnings serves 89 children through center-based
care at its current site and is operating at capacity.
In order to address its waiting list of 200 children, the organization is serving 73 more children through
its new Home-Based Program which entails sending home visitors to shelters and transitional
housing. Home-based care offers the same high quality early education and parenting support as in the
center-based program and increases the number of children served from 89 to 162.
The home visiting program at Bright Beginnings is the only home-based program in the country that
solely focuses on serving homeless families. Funding from the Kiwanis Club will provide part of the
required matching funds needed for the Home Based Care Program that was launched by the Office of
Head Start. The Kiwanis club has awarded Bright Beginnings a $100,000/year grant which will be
renewable for up to 5 years in order to fund the new home based visiting program.
About the Kiwanis Club:
The Kiwanis Club of Washington, D.C. was founded in 1917. It is one of over 7,500 clubs in Kiwanis
International, a global organization of volunteers who organize over 150,000 service projects each year
to help people, especially children, in need. The organization’s mission is, “Serving the children of the
world.” Kiwanians are dedicated to improving their communities through philanthropic endeavors.

The club’s inter-generational membership enjoys volunteering and creating a variety of service
opportunities that fulfill the needs of the D.C. community. Bright Beginnings and the Kiwanis Club of
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Washington, D.C. will team up to create a one of a kind home based care program that fulfills both
organizations’ missions to serve the needs of children and families in homeless environments. Through
educational and socialization activities Bright Beginnings and the Kiwanis Club of Washington, D.C. will
improve the transition of families out of homelessness. For more information about the Kiwanis Club of
Washington, D.C. go to www.kiwanisdc.org or about Bright Beginnings go to
www.brightbeginningsinc.org.

